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There is only a menu.

Pick what you’re willing to risk: infection, accident, violence,
suffocation, poverty, dependence. You don’t escape danger. You
negotiate with it.

The Only Skill That Matters Now.

The world isn’t ending. It’s reorganizing. Quietly. Unevenly.
Without asking permission.

The people who make it through won’t be the strongest or the
loudest. They’ll be the ones who understand tradeoffs. Who don’t
wait for certainty.

Who can look at an ugly set of options and choose anyway.

Preparedness isn’t about finding a place with no threats.

It’s about knowing exactly which ones you can live with,
and moving before someone else decides for you.

The smart operators figured out something ugly and effective.
You don’t need to convince everyone. You just need to break the
idea that truth is knowable.

So the good Al tools stayed locked upstairs. The rest of us got
the knockoff versions, friendly, addictive, dumbed down just
enough to be useful. The real power sat behind the curtain,
running endless simulations, stress-testing narratives like
weapons.

You could see the templates everywhere.

The official mouthpiece that never answers the question.
Attacks the person asking it. Denies the premise. Pivots back to
script like a boxer clinching to avoid a punch.

Then the street-level version. Comment sections filled with the
same phrases. “People are saying.” “Everyone knows.” Us versus
them. Nicknames repeated until they replace names. Not debate.
Branding.

The point wasn’t to win. It was to rot the floor out from under
public reality.

Once that goes, everything else follows.

America Didn’t Disappear, It Just Locked the Door.

At some point it became clear the United States was backing
away from the role it played for half a century. Less global cop.
More castle with a moat. Guard the core. Let the edges fend for
themselves.

From the outside, that looked like a vacuum. Like Europe
standing alone in a bad neighborhood.

That assumption didn’t survive contact with reality.
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